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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical learning focus 

 Listening and responding to different styles of music  

 Embedding foundations of the interrelated dimensions of music 

 Learning to sing or sing along with nursery rhymes and action songs 

 Improvising leading to playing classroom instruments 

 Singing and learning to play instruments within a song 

 Riff-based composition 

 Share and perform the learning that has taken place 
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

  

 

Musical learning focus 

 

Listening  

 Find the pulse as they are listening to the main Unit song and understand that it is the heartbeat of the music.  

 Recognise and name two instruments they hear: Male vocal, female vocal, bass guitar, drums, decks, Singers, keyboard, bass, guitar, percussion, trumpets and saxophones. 

 Identity five different musical styles: Blues, Baroque, Latin, Irish Folk, Funk and name some of them. 

 Dance to each style or move to the pulse 

Pulse  

 March in time with the pulse.  

 Copy actions.  

 Keep the pulse. 

 Use their imagination to find the pulse.  

Rhythm 

 Clap rhythms  

 Copy back the rhythms they hear.  

 Clap the rhythm of words.  

Sing  

 Rap and sing in time to the music   

 Start to understand that pitch is high and low sounds. 

 Together and in time, in all different styles.  

 Sing together and with actions. 

 In unison and in two parts. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play accurately and in time as part of the performance.  

 Most will play C, D,F,C and D. 

Improvise  

 In the lessons and as part of the performance.  

 Most will use C.  

Compose  

 A simple melody using simple rhythms, and use as part of the performance.  

 Most will use C + D.  

Perform and Share 

 Look back at the recorded performance with the class. What did the children like best? How did they feel about it. How did they feel during the performance? 
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical learning focus 

Listening  

 Find the pulse as they are listening to the main unit song and understand that it is the heartbeat of the music. 

 Recognise and name two or more instruments they hear: Keyboard, bass, drums, electric guitars, saxophone, trumpet and vocals, a female singer, a glockenspiel. 

Pulse  

 March in time with the pulse 

 Find the pulse. (a steady heartbeat) 

 Clap rhythms (long + short sounds whilst marching to the pulse) 

Rhythm  

 Know that rhythm is different to the pulse. 

 Copy and clap back rhythm. 

 Clap the rhythm of their name and other words.  

 Create simple rhythms themselves.  

 Create their own rhythms for the class to copy back. 

Sing  

 Singing in groups  

 Sing: In two parts. 

 Recognise that songs sometimes have a question and answer section and a chorus  

 Sing and dance together, in time and using actions. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play instrumental parts. 

 Play accurately and in time.  

Dependent on song: 

 Expected to play: G, A + C (Y2)  

 Most will play D + C  

 Most play E + G. 

Improvise  

 In the lessons and the performance. 

 Most will use C +D 

 Most will use F 

Compose  

 A simple melody using simple rhythms, and use as part of the performance  

Dependent on song: 

 Most will use C + D  

 Most will use E + G. 

 Most will use F, G + A.  

 Some will use E, G A + B. 

Perform and Share 

 Look back at the recorded performance with the class. What did the children like best? How did they feel about it. How did they feel during the performance? 
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 
 

Musical learning focus 

 

Listening  

 Identify the piece’s structure: Introduction, verse, chorus.  

 Identify the instruments/voices: Male/female voices, bass, drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer. 

 Find the pulse while listening. 

 Explain how the words of the song tell a story 

Pulse & Rhythm  

 Copy back, play, invent rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

Sing  

 Singing in 2 parts 

 Singing in unison. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play instrumental parts accurately and in time, as part of the performance. The easy part: by ear. The medium part: by ear and from notation. Notes dependent on song.  

Improvise  

 Improvise in the lessons and as part of the performance. Notes dependent on song.  

Compose  

 Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms and use it as part of the performance. Using the notes – dependent on song.   

Perform & Share 

 Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and 

feelings towards it afterwards. Did they enjoy it? 

 Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and 

feelings towards it afterwards. Did they enjoy it? 
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical learning focus 

 

Listening  

 Identify the piece’s structure: Intro, verse, bridge, chorus, introducti1on, verse, bridge, chorus 

 Identify the theme 

 Identify the instruments/voices: Male/female voices, bass, drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer. 

 Find the pulse while listening. 

 Explain how the words of the song tell a story 

Pulse & Rhythm  

 Copy back, play, invent rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

Sing  

 Singing in 2 parts 

 Singing in unison. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play instrumental parts accurately and in time, as part of the performance. The easy part: by ear. The medium part: by ear and from notation. Notes dependent on song.  

Improvise  

 Improvise in the lessons and as part of the performance. Notes dependent on song.  

Compose  

 Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms and use it as part of the performance. Using the notes – dependent on song.   

Perform & Share 

 Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and 

feelings towards it afterwards. Did they enjoy it? 

 Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and 

feelings towards it afterwards. Did they enjoy it? 
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical learning focus 

Listening  

 Identify the piece’s structure: Intro, verse 1, bridge, chorus, intro, verse 2, bridge, chorus, guitar solo, bridge, chorus. 

 Identify the instruments/voices: Male/female voices, bass, drums, guitar, keyboard, synthesizer. 

  

 Find the pulse while listening. 

Pulse & Rhythm  

 Rhythm and Pitch Copy Back, and Question and Answer. 

Sing  

 Singing in 2 parts 

 Singing in unison. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play instrumental parts accurately and in time, as part of the performance. The easy part: by ear. The medium part: by ear and from notation. Notes dependent on song.  

Improvise  

 Improvise in the lessons and as part of the performance. Notes dependent on song.  

Compose  

 Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms and use it as part of the performance. Using the notes – dependent on song.   

Perform & Share 

 Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and 

feelings towards it afterwards. Was it carefully planned to suit the audience? Did you communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings about the song/music? Discuss and talk musically about it. 

What went well? What could have been better?  
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Songs - Knowledge and Skills Overview  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical learning focus 

Listening  

 Describe the style indicators of the song/music.  

 Describe the structure of the song.  

 Identify the instruments/voices they can hear.  

 Talk about the musical dimensions used in the song.  

Pulse & Rhythm  

 Rhythm and Pitch Copy Back, and Question and Answer. 

 Learn to clap some of the the rhythms used in the song.  

 Learn some musical phrases that you will sing in the song. 

Sing  

 Singing in 2 parts 

 Singing in unison. 

 Sing songs in the original style and in Gospel version. 

Play Instrument Parts  

 Play instrumental parts accurately and in time, as part of the performance. The easy part: by ear. The medium part: by ear and from notation.  

Notes dependent on song.  

 With the music by ear using the notes C, D, E, F, G, A, B + C. And C, Bb, G, F + C 

Improvise  

 Improvise in the lessons and as part of the performance. Notes dependent on song.  

Compose  

 Compose a simple melody using simple rhythms and use it as part of the performance. Using the notes – dependent on song.   

Perform & Share 

Children can contribute to the performance by singing, playing an instrumental part, improvising or by performing their composition. Record the performance and discuss their thoughts and feelings 

towards it afterwards. Was it carefully planned to suit the audience? Did you communicate ideas, thoughts and feelings about the song/music? Discuss and talk musically about it. What went well? 

What could have been better? 

 

 

 

 

 


